_ 


| «A br ief MEMORIAL what hath been dovie 1# former Pies * Poicernins the 


Making and repairingof Dover HarBous, 4nd the preſent ſtate thereof. 


2 CELESTE a 7019 1 IR xs ©: hee 2+ v3 he» we 1 OE 3B Is: 24 
Lthough the firſt defence of Dover Harbour was a rourid Tower tnade by a private perſon , one Foby Clarke Prieſt, Maſter of the 
- Maiſonde Dieu,about the year 1500, in which he made many Rings to faſten and moore Shjps 3 and for the (afety and pleaſantneſs 
of it was called, Little Paradiſe. Yet when the making a formal and regular Harbour came into conſideration z and that.it was the 
opinion of all skilful Mariners of that time, that a mean Harbour at Dover would be more beneficial than an excellent Harbour in 
any place elſe about the Coaſt of England : Sir Fobn Thomſon, Parſon of. St; Fame# in Dover, ftitred up the Townſinen to entertain 
the projet of obtaining a Harbour,and repretent the defign to King Henry the 8th.who unanimouſly joyning together, did imploy . 
the {zid Sir Jobn Thompſon-to the King for that purpoſe, allowing hitti for his ſuppott iti his addrcifes , and following the buſt- 
; nels, 4.1. —— 104 TOR git OE 5 ha | 

The King, liked the deft fo well, that he forthwith ordered 500 /. out, of his own Coffers to make a beginning of the work , and gave the Maſter- 
ſhip of the Maiſom de Diez to Six Foby Thomſon,” an Hoſpital valued at 1201. per ay. founded for relief of poor Souldiers from beyond Sea, fourteen days 
gratis) and appointcd-the ſaid Sir Fobu Thompſon to be principal Surveyor of the Works , and under him. four others to be Overſeers; | 9s 

Sir Fobn Thompſons deſign was tocreR a Wall, which he called a Peere, from Hacliffe Chappel ( being the South-Welt part of the Bay) direQly to- 
wards the Eaſt, about 131 Rods in length. But this Peere was not finiſhed, by 350 Foot fo far as the Foundation was laid, ( called the Molc-Hcad 
couliſting of great Rocks, brought from Hacliffe,the Caſtle Roy, and Folk:(toxe. This Peer was begun on Sts Anns day, Anno 1533+ : 

' A poor man one Fol Young, who firſt with a Nut-ſhel,. then with an Egg-ſhel,and laſtly with a ſmall Veſſel,made ptoot what weight thoſe things 
could raiſe and bear in the water, firſt found out the carrying huge Stones of 20 Tuns apiece and more, by tying Iron Chains to them at low Water,and 
then buoying them up with empty Veſſels , and ſo dragging them up to the Peer where they were to ſfiak them, the Chalk aud filling for the Peer being 
carried thither. in great Boats, called a Gaboth, which had nice Keels, The King gave this man in rewatd of his invention, a Penſion for his 
Lifc of 4 d. per diene. | | W-— 

The Ring ſpent 50 thouſand pounds upon the Works , and ſeveral times in perſon viewed them , often imploying the Counſel arid dircQion of all 
skiltul mea in Watcr-works, both at home and abroad : Bur by reaſon of the Kings abſence at Byllen , his ficknels at his return , his Death , aad 
Nonage of Edward the 6th. thexe was no Proviſion made for maintenance of the Works which had been done about the Peer. And they coming once in 
ſtate of decay , .nothing,wasdone towards it till Queen Maries time, when for two years ſore tnatter was attetnpted , the Mayor of Dover and his 
Brethren haviog got licenſe under the Great*Seal to gather moni throughout England 3 but the Workmen being ill paid, all was given over again, 

Bcfore the end of the Work a South-Weſt wind brought a marvelous quantity of Beach and Boulder-ſtone , never feen bctore on that Coatt 5 i 
that by this,and the Peer decayingthrough wantof Proviſion for. its ſupport and mainteuance , and eſpecially by the poorer ſort di(orderty pulling the 
Timber and Iron of that in piecesiwas not looked after 3 the Haven was ſo loſt,that a Boat drawing bug tout foot” water could not enter into the mouct; 
thereak, _., | G add etc . ; : 

_ the decay «f the Haven at Dopey7"and thelolfof Calais; bipning both about one time ,. andde ſuch an utter d:ſolation there, that of x brave, - 
rich aud populous Town , ic became preſently a poor and deſolate Village;z But till chere remained a ſtrong opiuion in all men , for renewing tlc Has 

vcn ia that place: oC FS Tak © POST % ory ; 
pe TV SRD 3s & _—_ Honey negpand their Harbour, free Tranſportation. of 30000 quazters of Wheat, -1 0000 
4 Queen Elizabeb nd -Mault., ar Toe Eng Bris of ripalng cheie oft 3 which Patent of the C SG fold to Jobn Bird. and Thomas 

>NSEr 3 .and after s 35 1 7" contin aft : mited atoxeiaid , rill the cnd of the Parliament then next cnſuingsy aud 43 Eliz. 9: 
cominued yer further ril he end of the © Parliament; and 1 Fac. 32- from the end of that Parliament for 5 years; 'after which time 
ie only expired , ng I years enjo | » great ance The 14 Car: 2. An Act was paſſed for the railing of 22000). for 
the repairing of Dover dy a'T ning or cyery Veſſel not exceeding 250 Tuns, except Veſſels laden with Coals ; 
Culme and Purbeck Stong which Pay but 1 4. 3. per Tun,which At was to continue for 7 years. By all which it is evident , how it hath 

of this Realm, and of the Parliaments thanol » to protect and preſerve this Harbour at Dover , 
tending ſo much to the Honous- of the Ctown , ſafety of the Natjonz and advantage of Trade; 
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1. Itis ſcated-.on the Narrow , between England and France 3 fo that Foteign Ambaſſadors, ard other QOrcat Perſonages, and Strangers do 
uſually Land there 3 where they find all good accommodations for their travel to - po wo , 

2, It is the principal .ſeat of all JuzifdiQtion within the Ports, the Courts of Admiralty and Chancery being conſtantly held here. | | 

3. It is a greay Store-kouſe of Proviſions for his Majeſties Navy, there being in this Port one of his principal Vitualling-Oftices for the Fleets 
when they ſhall be at Sea.e And in the late War was {ten to be of great uſe and benefit to his Majeſties Service. 

4 In time of War the Harbour of Dover is a great proteRion and ſafeguard to his Majeſties Ships of the lower Rate , when they find-the 
Enemy too ſtrong for them at Sea ; And a great advantage zt other times, when they may take liberty to Cruiſe the Charinel at pleaſure, and 
ſecure their Prizes in few hoursz of which in the late War with Holland apd Fraxce there was ſufficient experience. .. 

5- The Harbour of Dover bciag in its ſituation the chicfeſt Poxt in the Southern part of England, b&tween Hatwich and Portſmouth , is of 
great importance to the Shipsof. Merchants in.time of Peace; where upon accident of a Leak or other dammage , they may preſently put 
in here, and be fitted for their intended Voyage- | 


6. Ts on of this Port have in times of Trade , befcte the late Civil Wars, (peculiar only to this Port ) amounted to Fifry Thouſand 
pounds pe# ann. | F | 

7. His __— 4. ca the 4 or 5 Rates , and under , out of the Downs and Channel, may and have uſed to come into this Harbour , and 
there Victual;Waſh, and Tallow,and go to Sea again in few Tides. _ + | 

8. This Port is and always hath becu a great Nurſery for able Mariners, and a proper ſtation for Pilots to condu& Ships through all the 
Flats and Sands, cither in his Majeſties Service, or Merchants. by | 

9. That the moneys payable by the ſaid At of the 14+ Car. 2. wis by the A to be Collected by his Majeſties Officers of the Cuſtom-hoyſe, 
and by them to be paid to the Commiſſioners of Dover Harbour, who received only 9300 1; thereupon. Which not being ſiifficient to per- 
feet the work , the ſaid Harbour is ſince much impaired, and by the thany Storms that have lately hapned , the Sea hath yained much up- 

on jt. So thatunleſ(s _ joey bm » not only the ſaid » but the whole Town is like to be loſt incyitably, to the 
©Kuine of many hundred Familics,and the Univerſal dainage of the Nation | 


_. © - ſis therefore humbly recoinmended to the Wildothof the Parliarnentito irake fuch provilion for remedy thereof 
RT neceſlity of the Work requires , and hath always been the.care of former tirnes; 
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